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Question: Describe in detail the jurisdiction and powers of the
Supreme Court of India.

Answer:

The constitution and powers of the Supreme Court are described in Part
V (Articles 124 to 147) of the Indian Constitution. India has a 'single
integrated judiciary’ system, with the Supreme Court at its apex. It is
considered the Guardian of the Constitution and the protector of
fundamental rights.

The powers and jurisdiction of the Supreme Court can be understood
through the following points:

1. Original Jurisdiction (Article 131)

This relates to cases that originate directly in the Supreme Court and
cannot be taken to any lower court. For example:

e Disputes between the Government of India and one or more States.

e Disputes between the Government of India and some States on one
side, and other States on the other side.

e Inter-State disputes between two or more States.

2. Writ Jurisdiction (Article 32)

The Supreme Court has the power to issue 5 types of writs to protect the
fundamental rights of citizens:

Habeas Corpus

Mandamus

Prohibition

Quo-Warranto

Certiorari

(Note: While High Courts also have this power under Article 226,
Article 32 itself is a Fundamental Right.)
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3. Appellate Jurisdiction (Articles 132-136)

The Supreme Court is the highest court of appeal in the country. Appeals
can be made here in four types of cases:

e Constitutional Cases: If the High Court certifies that the case
involves a question of interpretation of the Constitution.

e Civil Cases: Major disputes related to property or money.

e Criminal Cases: If a person has been sentenced to death by the
High Court.

e Special Leave Petition (SLP - Article 136): The Supreme Court, at
its discretion, may grant permission to hear an appeal against the
judgment of any court.

4. Advisory Jurisdiction (Article 143)

The President of India has the right to seek advice from the Supreme
Court on any legal matter of public importance.

e However, the Court is not bound to give advice (except in certain
cases).
e The President is also not legally bound to accept that advice.

5. Court of Record (Article 129)

This implies two things:

e The judgments of the Supreme Court are preserved as written
evidence and serve as a precedent for lower courts in the future.
e It has the power to punish for its own ‘Contempt of Court'.

6. Power of Judicial Review

This is the most influential power of the Supreme Court. If Parliament or a
State Legislature makes a law that violates the Constitution, the Supreme



Court can declare it ‘illegal’ or 'null and void'.
Conclusion:

In conclusion, the Supreme Court of India is one of the most powerful
courts in the world. It not only maintains a balance between the center
and the states but also ensures that the government operates within the
limits of its powers. The independence of the judiciary is the true strength
of our democracy.
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